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Chaplain (MAJ) Xuan Tran A
1st Air Cavalry Brigade - S
Camp Marmal, Afghanistan
xuan.tran@afghan.swa.army.mil
318 424 6114

878 819 2508

14 November 2011

Blue Star Moms Houston Area Chapter
P.0. Box 6121
Kingwood, TX 77325

Hello Blue Star Mothers of America Vo

Thank you so much for sending a box of goodies to the 1st Air Cavalry
Brigade Soldiers here in Camp Marmal, Afghanistan. Currently we have been over
here about 5 months and we still have about 21,037,956.6 seconds and
2,350,632.511 minutes to go (7 months). But who is counting.

Separation and deployment are hard for most of the Soldiers. However,
they are doing great because of people like you who have been supporting and
encouraging them. They enjoyed the goodies and other things that you have sent.

I have been in the Army for 16 years and I love what I am doing everyday
in the desert bringing Soldiers to God and God to Scldiers. I was born in South
Vietnam and I grew up as a Buddhist believer. I lived with the communist
government for 3 years, so I knew the cost of freedom and hardships from living
under the dictatorship. Therefore, it is my blessing and privilege to be a part
of defending our freedom and American way of life. I was one of the refugees who
escaped on a fishing boat in November 1978. There were about 250 refugees on the
boat and we were on the Pacific Ocean for 7 days and 7 nights. On 7 July 1979, I
arrived to America in Charlotte, NC, the Promised Land. For 2 years I was
searching for meaning, purpose, and happiness. Finally, I tried to commit
suicide and came to know Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord in January 1982,

I am what I am today because of God’s grace and the American people like
you who have been reaching out and are so charitable, generous, gracious, and
kind to others. So on behalf of the Soldiers, I just want say thank you for your
great support.

Sincerely!

Noepfm>—

Xuan Tran




Chaplain (MAJ) Xuan Tran

1st Air Cavalry Brigade

Camp Marmal, Afghanistan
xuan.tran@afghan.swa.army.mil
318 424 6114

078 819 2508

7 December 2011

Blue Star Moms Houston Area Chapter
P.O.Box 6121
Kingwood, TX 77325

Hello Blue Star Moms

Thank you so much for your continued support by sending boxes of goodies
to the 1st Air Cavalry Brigade Soldiers here at Camp Marmal, Afghanistan.
Soldiers are doing great and continuing to support the mission to ensure the
freedom, stability and safety for the Afghan people.

It is hard for some Soldiers who are away from their families for the
first time on Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays. However, they are trying to do
their best with your encouragement, support and prayer.

Soldiers are trying to have a great spirit of Christmas away from home.
So they are busy preparing and decorating their offices with Christmas ornaments.
As for me, I have been busy receiving Christmas stockings from others generous
American people like you. I make sure other Soldiers from small camps also
receive some of these goodies too. It is great to know we work together as a
team and we can impact in the lives of our Soldiers.

Thank you again for the gifts you have sent to us. You really make a
difference to uplift our Soldiers’ spirits during this Holiday Season!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Sincerely!

f ——

Jrasgnli Bgs e

Xuan Tran




Thank you for your support to Task Force Viper. Your
packages and letters were well received by all of our Soldiers. All of the
snacks, shampoo, Chap Stick and cards reinforce how much people
back home appreciate our efforts in Afghanistan. All Soldiers enjoy a
taste of home every now and then, and it helps us reflect on our family
and friends. Thanks for showing you care and we will keep you in our
thoughts as we head into this upcoming holiday season. God Bless our

troops and God Bless America.
v/é‘—/ a\@

ichael A. Bottiglieri
LTC Infantry
Deputy Commander



Soldiers from 504" BFSB and our Afghan partners.
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